This article is adapted and expanded from DuBose TJ: Ultrasound and the Internet, Gynaecology Forum 2000;5:12-14. Available at: http://195. 241.61.93/gynfo/ultrasound%5Fand%5Fthe%5Finternet.htm.
Editor's Note. Staying e-Connected will provide Web site and software reviews and information on the innovative use of digital resources in sonography. The format will vary from single reviews to multiple short descriptions. Sonographers may contribute to this symposium by submitting to the editor descriptive narratives and analyses of digital resources. Submissions may range from single paragraphs to multiple pages in length. Selection of material for publication is at the discretion of the editor and editorial board. and use her or his good judgment about any information or advice received from the Internet.
In 2000, OBGYN.net began a new service for its professional healthcare members. It now has free access to the Cochran Library of medical literature via the Web. This is a great new service and is the first time the Cochran Library database has been made available to a commercial membership. OBGYN.net also offers its professional members a free search engine for Medline, called Knowledge Finder, that allows plain-English questions. Knowledge Finder uses fuzzy logic to evaluate the questions and arrive at amazingly specific search results. It is a very easy way to find literature on specific medical questions (http://www.obgyn.net/gold.asp).
Ultrasound@OBGYN.net has established a peerreview system for publishing case studies and articles. An index linked to the formal, peer-reviewed articles can be seen at http://www.obgyn.net/us/cotm. htm. These are original case studies and articles contributed by the Ultrasound Section of OBGYN. net participants. Some of the articles are actually collaborations by individuals far removed from one another. I participated in one such collaboration with coauthors in New Zealand, Alaska, and Arkansas. 2 The Informal Cases forum accepts other, less formal cases for peer review and posting for forum discussion of and assistance with ongoing cases. This forum has assisted sonographers and sonologists around the world with difficult cases (http://www. obgyn.net/us/cotm.htm#Informal). While OBGYN.net is a commercial electronic publisher, editorial advisory boards (EABs) have been established for each section; the EABs control all editorial content and perform the peer reviews. This is modeled on traditional paper journals that are financed through the sale of advertisements but have editorial boards to approve the articles and scholastic content.
One of the newest areas on OBGYN.net is a History of Ultrasound, which is a subsection of Ultrasound@OBGYN.net and is a collaborative project between OBGYN.net and the Society of Diagnostic Medical Sonography. This area is designed for historical articles, photographs, images, and commentaries. It has an archived forum, called the Polybiography because it is a biography, an autobiography, and an archive of historical information contributed by many. This is a unique concept that is only possible with the advent of the Internet. It is similar to a verbal history in which many different individuals are recorded and then transcribed by the editor into a cohesive historical document. However, the Polybiography is different because it is simply an archive of the stories and recollections of the many different participants in the history and their colleagues. The Polybiography forum will be linked from each historical article so that people may make additional comments to add to the history. We are very excited about this unique historical project. The concept was first presented to the American Association for History and Computing (AAHC). Members of the AAHC endorsed the polybiography concept as a "unique resource of raw material for historians" at their 2000 annual conference. 3 OBGYN.net was the first, is the fastest growing, and is the largest Web site dedicated to women's health. It contains many sections intended for both medical professionals and the general public. It also has sections in Spanish, German, and other languages. The following is a listing of the OBGYN.net sections. 
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